
When Duane Sanocki was a young teacher looking for a job he visited the placement bureau at the
Minnesota Department of Education. That’s where he first spotted his  future wife Nancy and the
reason he kept going back. Those visits did not result in a job, but he did find a spouse. This June
they will have been married 62 years.

The couple joined Saint Rose in 1970 and soon became very active in the parish. Duane has been on
almost every church committee, a religious education teacher and a Knights of Columbus member
for more than 60 years. Nancy was a school volunteer in the library, cafeteria and nurse’s office. 

Both have been very active in the pro-life ministry. Duane helped start Philomena House, a home for
pregnant unwed mothers, and for 19 years has been a marshal for the MCCL “March for Life.”
Every year they hand out baby bottles to raise money for the Women’s Life Care Center. “Saint
Rose, by contributing around $5,000 annually, is the most generous parish the organization works
with,” says Duane.

The couple was among the early group of committed Adorers at the Perpetual Adoration Chapel
(same day, same time for three decades). “Each week is a wonderful experience,” says Nancy. “I
would not want to be without the chapel. We have received many blessings in good times and bad.
Sometimes it is difficult to pray so I just sit and talk to Jesus.”

Duane and Nancy Sanocki

Other things to know about Duane and Nancy:
· Duane grew up in Minneapolis, attended three Catholic grade
schools, graduated from Central High School and after serving in
World War II majored in biology and physical education at the
University of St. Thomas. He taught and coached for a few years,
then went to work as an Investigator for the Civil Service
Commission. Later Duane spent 25 years as Human Resources
Director at the North Central Forest Experiment Station.
· Nancy was raised by a single mother in St. Paul, and attended St.
Vincent’s school and St. Joseph Academy.
· Their four children graduated from Saint Rose School, where
they met students who are their best friends today. Duane and
Nancy have 12 grandchildren and three great grandchildren. 
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